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Proposals for a school for high-functioning autistic secondary age children off Rutt Lane, on the 
eastern fringe of Ivybridge were presented by Simon Niles, Strategic Planning Children’s Services, at 
the start of the December Meeting.  The school would hold up to 100 pupils and was due to be 
completed by September 2024.  An Outline Planning Application will be submitted, giving more 
details of the scheme.  Parish Councillors considered that, although the proposed use was not in 
accordance with the current local plan, it was now unlikely that the health centre would relocate to 
the site and DCC needed the facility.  They therefore supported the proposal, in principle, but 
expressed disappointment that there would be no health centre on the site. 

Highway matters, as ever, were raised.  The lane surface to Earlscombe Farm would be ‘dragon 
patched’ (which does sound exciting) as an interim measure until the lane can be added to the 
resurfacing list.  Kitterford Cross improvements were unlikely to proceed until Spring 2022. 
Annoyingly, we seem no further on with clearing the blocked drains on the lanes down from Toby 
Cross and Hillhead – the Clerk has contacted DCC Highways again, pointing out that homes at the 
base of the hill stood a real chance of being flooded. 

South Hams District Council news: £250k Forestry Commission funding had been granted for 
‘standard’ trees, which would include their maintenance for 3 years.  A Severe Weather Emergency 
Protocol relating to rough sleepers would be in place until 1st March 2022, and a Household Support 
Fund would provide rapid short-term financial support for people unable to afford food or heating.  
Having declared a Housing Crisis, South Hams is setting up a Community Benefit Society to support 
the building of affordable homes.  Finally, your District Councillors visited the Viridor waste and 
recycling centre and, although your recycling may be comingled, the second sort is efficient, helped 
by the quality of the initial resident-sorted recycling.  So keep on recycling! 

Only one Planning application was considered (with the Parish Council recommendation in bold):   
3507/21/FUL READVERTISEMENT (Revised plans received) Change of use of land from storage to 
lorry parking in association with Ivybridge Waste Transfer Station at Land at SX 633555 Ermington 
Road, Ivybridge Neutral. A Travel Plan was needed to ensure unnecessary trips through residential 
areas to reach destinations were avoided.   

Planning guidance & climate emergency was the subject of a very forceful email from a resident in 
relation to developments to the east of Ivybridge.  He pointed out that, despite DCC & SHDC 
declaring climate emergencies, a brand new estate of more than 300 houses was being built on a 
greenfield site on the border of Dartmoor National Park.  All the properties were built with the 
lowest insulation standards possible under building regulations, with gas boilers for their heating and 
hot water. To retrofit with noisy space demanding Air source heat pumps, which was the 
Governments preferred solution to domestic CO2 production, would mean foregoing part of their 
tiny gardens.  The developments included no Solar Hot water or PV panels, no cycle path, no EV 
charging points and 800 metres of hedgerow had been ripped out.  Planning guidance should require 
housebuilders to build for a greener world.  Councillors endorsed these views and the email was 
forwarded to Gary Streeter MP. 

Cllr Michael Greaves – our newest Councillor – has met up with the preschool to discuss its proposed 
new premises.  Already, about half the costs have been raised and they will be busy raising grants for 
the remainder – including from the Parish Council.  Once completed, it will be a real asset for our 
community. 

Christmas will, by the time you read this, be a thing of the past.  The Parish Council contributed to 
the Christmas spirit with grants towards lighting at Bittaford Community Hall and Methodist Church 
and at Ugborough church, and by buying replacement solar powered lights for the trees in 
Ugborough Square.  Thank you to Lilly and Laurie for displaying the tree lights and to Ed for arranging 
our wonderful Christmas tree! 
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Spring shoots are just around the corner, and it was good to learn of G-UP’s planting proposals for 
Donkey Lane Playpark.  The Parish Council thought it a great idea, providing the neighbours are 
happy and none of the plants are injurious to children! 

The next Meeting will be held in the main hall at Ugborough Village Hall from 7.30pm on Wednesday 
5th January, when we will be discussing the budget and precept for the next financial year, 
Community led schemes for EV Charging Points, and our playing field needs.  Covid precautions will 
apply at the meeting. 
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