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June Newsletter 

The Annual Parish Council Meeting preceded the monthly Parish Council Meeting.  This is where the 
working arrangements for the next year are decided.  Basically, little has changed – including the 
Chairman, who continues to be Joan Fletcher.  

Questions from the public started the Parish Council Meeting, including objections to planning 
application 1059/22/FUL for an Aldi superstore in Ivybridge.  Although the Parish Council is not a 
consultee, it has objected to the proposal on the grounds that the infrastructure could not cope with 
a superstore in the heart of Ivybridge; the net loss of parking spaces and the loss of parking available 
to access local traders and services, which affects surrounding villages who need to use their cars to 
access the town.  In addition, it requested that a transport management plan should be provided 
before a decision was made.              

SHDC news:  Ukrainian guests have been accommodated in the South Hams.  A total of 9,000 
payments of £150 Council Tax Energy Rebates has been made so far to households in Council Tax 
bands A to D.  

Staff absences had resulted in a number of missed bin collections.  If your bin is not collected on its 
scheduled day, please leave the brown bin out until 5pm the following day and, if still uncollected, 
take in the bin and present it on their next collection day. Please report missed collections online. 

Planning applications Only one considered at the Meeting (with the Parish Council recommendation 
in bold):  1201/22/TPO T1: Macrocarpa - Fell and Remove Tree due to evidence of decaying roots 
underneath the bole of the tree and to reduce limb failure and T1: Macrocarpa - Fell and Remove 
Tree to reduce limb failure at Forder Brook Farmhouse, Nr Bittaford Support 

Also considered was a New Premises License Application at Brackenhill Glamping, Ugborough, for 
which there was no response. 

Bittaford playpark has received yet more attention, as a working group of Councillors replaced fence 
posts – thank you for helping out!  Negotiations are also progressing with Dartmoor National Park 
over footpath surfacing to and through the playpark.  Also in Bittaford, a recycled plastic bench will 
replace the existing bench by the bus shelter (which is falling apart), and the glazed bus shelter will 
have a scrub-up.  Finally, an application will be submitted to register the field below the playpark as 
an Asset of Community Value, as it is well used by walkers. 

The accounts for the last financial year were approved and will now be submitted to the external 
auditor.  Over the last year, the Parish Council received £37,037 and spent £42,642, leaving a 
shortfall of £5605.  The greatest expenditure was in relation to the purchase of play equipment and a 
vehicle activated speed sign for Bittaford.  Balances at the end of the year amounted to £48,088, 
which is still healthy and enables the Parish Council to continue providing services to its community. 

Environmental grants  Wild about Devon is offering a Community Wildlife Grant Scheme to 31.10.22, 
with a maximum grant of £500.  In addition, grants are available to plant trees – have a look at 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/resources-for-parish-councils/trees/ 

The next Meeting will be held in the main hall at Ugborough Village Hall from 7.30pm on Wednesday  
1st June.  You are welcome to join the meeting and ask questions about local issues. 
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